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GED DL PLC Meeting – Friday, March 7, 2014


The GED Distance Learning PLC meeting was held in the Division’s Library from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Mar. 7, 2014.  In attendance were Michelle Dullea, Doug Baltz, Nancy Plummer, Nancy Castañeda and Victoria Ojeda.  After the customary introductions, the meeting proceeded to the second item on the agenda.

2. GED Updates/GED Academy Training to be held March 14 at Montgomery Adult School’s PDCC.  

GED Academy

After several failed attempts to link into GED Academy and review the resources for teachers and students, a decision was made to forego the activity until March 14.  A remark was made that GED Academy has such trust in the effectiveness of their online GED prep program that they are willing to compensate monetarily any students who fail a test.

Extended Response DL credit

It was pointed out that the GED/DL attendance did not offer any option for credit to students who are working on developing their extended responses (essays).  Michelle promised to insure that one option appeared on the list and award 4 hours of credit for one extended response.

Essential Math Skills and Essential Reading Skills books

The effectiveness of the Essentials books in reading and math, which were recently obtained for GED distance learning, was put to a vote.  Everyone in attendance agreed that although the Essential Math Skills and Reading Skills books could be used as an optional resource, they did not provide the strength in scope necessary for the 2014 GED requirements. The quality of the Steck Vaughn books was hailed and voted the best resource for both distance learning and regular GED prep classes.  In support of the efficacy of the Steck Vaughn GED series, Doug Baltz pointed out that many of his students were passing the test after only two weeks of concentrated study of the Steck Vaughn material [Elements of Persuasion/reading and Compare Opposing Arguments/social studies.]

Michelle informed that all Steck Vaughn books had been bar-coded and would soon find their way into the classrooms.

New TI 30XS calculator

Tutorials for the use of the new calculator, TI 30XS, are available both on GEDonline and Teknimedia.  Teachers with only 1-3 calculators now expressed they might need more in the near future.  Students who wish to own their own calculator may purchase them at Walmart for under $20. 

Changes in duration of GED tests

Recently, changes were made in the duration of final GED tests:

Social Studies: 90 min.

Math: 115 min.  (lst. Part in math will not allow use of calculator.)

Sci.: 90 min.

Reasoning through Language Arts: 150 min.

Ged testing service has updated information on new test times.

Students who come in to take their finals at different times prove to be distracting to other students.  Sara Salgado, Chief GED Examiner, would be informed.

President of Pearson Vue, Randy Tras,  touring the country

During his recent visit, Mr. Tras cited some interesting statistics:

   California:
40 million  lack a high school diploma or GED

20% jobs are low-skilled jobs

4 million are unskilled middle jobs

50% of inmates lack high school diploma or GED85% kids in poverty have parents without h.s. diploma/GED

40% of high school students would fail on their first attempt at the 2014 GED

80% of high school students need remedial English

73% of high school students need remedial English in college

65% of GED graduates report their reason for a GED is to go to college or start a career

12% accomplish their goal

700,000 tested every year

450,000 passed the GED

50% of GED graduates come from adult schools

There is a stigma in society associated with berating the value of the GED over a high school diploma.

Mr. Tras said their goal was to raise the bar to middle income and to advance students through the system but not at the expense of language skills or to face remedial classes in college. He said the GED was a program not a test and added this was a transformational year. 

Some questions posed to Pearson Vue:

1). Why can’t we use the additional points (over the min. requirement) to offset the other tests as was done in previous years?


Answer: We want students to rise above and get those middle level jobs.

2). Students do not need extensive math skills.


Answer: I want the stigma associated with GED to be erased.

3). Re: Computer-graded essay


Answer: The computer grades it first, then the backup of “two humans.”

4). Why charge for practice tests.


Answer: We’re overcoming barriers (tweeking) addressing it [problems] as they come along.  We’re in a ‘transformational’ period.  Furthermore, practice tests come at a cost for the company.

He added that they are working on a Program Curriculum to insure the transitions for college and careers providing for free assessments.

Teachers commented that the questions in the tests are in Quad. C which is too high at the expense of the students.  The GED Extended Response explanation is a document consisting of 50 pages wherein traits 1, 2, and 3 are explained. These traits form the basis for grading students in their extended responses.  Students get different points for each trait reached on their written response.

Samples of extended responses are online.  

Students discover needed skill-set.

The key is to go to GED Testing Service and GED Ready because students will find there a good indication of the needed skill-set in the practice test consisting of 12 questions. GED Ready has practice tests in Spanish and there is no charge for that section.

Additionally, Lisa designated Norma Santana to translate into Spanish the practice tests, developed by Doug Baltz; these are not yet available to teachers.   

Tips for students

Students should be made aware to read all the tabs in the final test,  prior to attempting to answer any questions in the Reasoning through Language Arts test.  There is a free test offered on the GED Testing Service homepage under Educators in both English and Spanish.

The GED Academy (Essentials) offers each practice test at a cost of $7 each.  Efforts are being made to reduce the fee and make it more accessible to students.

GEDKing.weebly.com/

This homepage was constructed by Cynthia King, a DL teacher at CVA, and contains all the sites for GED students – whether they are DL or regular GED prep students.  It is an invaluable tool for students and teachers.

Alicia will include the GEDonline topics on attendance list for teachers to assign credit for work done by DL students.

Scarpone tutorials

Nancy C. talked about the valuable tool found in the Scarpone tutorials which range from the basics in math to algebra.  There is also a tutorial in writing.  This resource, which is already installed at Montgomery, was offered by Nancy for inclusion in the remaining adult schools’ computers as a resource for DL and regular GED prep teachers.  Michelle Dullea promised she would act on this matter asap.

ML/Victoria Ojeda

